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Claims 

Cancel Claims 1-20 

Claim 21 (New) A project management workflow system comprising 

a project management system providing a first task with a start date, and 

estimated duration; 

a workflow system providing a route, a sequence of process steps with a user for 
each step to perform the step; 

such that a first route is defined to perform the first task; 

when the first task is started in the project management system, then the first 

route is started in the workflow system; 

when the first route is completed, then the first task is completed in the project 
management system. 

Claim 22 (New) The system of Claim 21, wherein the project management 
system provides a second task defined to start at the completion of the first task 
and a second route is defined to perform the second task such that 
when the first task is completed, the second task is started in the project 
management system and then the second route is started in the workflow 
system; 

when the second route is completed, then the second task is completed in the 
project management system. 

Claim 23 (New) The system of Claim 21 , wherein the project management 

system provides a second task defined to start at the completion of the first task 

and a second route is defined to perform the second task and 

a third task with a third route defined to perform the third task such that 

when the project management system is changed so that the third task is defined 

to start at the completion of the first task rather than the second task, then: 

when the first task is completed, the third task is started in the project 

management system and then the third route is started in the workflow system; 

when the third route is completed, then the third task is completed in the project 

management system. 
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Claim 24 (New) The system of Claim 21, wherein the time to complete the first 
route is set in the project management system as the actual time for the first task. 
Claim 25 (New) The system of Claim 21 , wherein the project management 
system provides a user for the first task and the user in the first route is set to the 
user in the first task. 

Claim 26 (New) The system of Claim 21 , wherein the project management 
system sends a starting message, including an e-mail or xml message, to the 
workflow system at the start of the first task to start the first route and the 
workflow system sends a completion message at the completion of the first route 
to the project management system to complete the task. 
Claim 27 (New) The system of Claim 21 , wherein a step in the first route is 
designated as partial completion of the first task such that when the step is 
completed, the workflow system sends a message, including an e-mail or xml 
message, to the project management system to indicate partial completion of the 
first task. 

Claim 28 (New) A method to form a project workflow system from: 

a project management system providing a first task with a start date and 

estimated duration; and 

a workflow system providing a route, a sequence of process steps with a user for 

each step to perform the step; 

wherein the method comprises: 

a first route is defined to perform the first task; 

when the first task is started in the project management system, then the first 
route is started in the workflow system; 

when the first route is completed in the workflow system, then the first task is 
completed in the project management system, 

Claim 29 (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the project management 
system provides a second task defined to start at the completion of the first task, 
the method further comprises: 
a second route is defined to perform the second task; 

W h en the first task completes and the second task is started, then the second 
Project Work Flow System 09/966,844 N. K. Ouchi Page 5 of 8 



PAGE 6112 * RCVD AT 12/112005 1 :15:27 AM [Easte rn Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO -EFXRF-6J24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:408 555 1212 * DURATION (mm-ss):0242. 



Nov 30 05 10: 16p 



408-555-1212 



p. 7 



route is started; 

when the second route is completed, then the second task is completed. 
Claim 30 (New) The method of Claim 28. wherein the project management 
system provides a second task defined to start at the completion of the first task 
and a second route is defined to perform the second task and 
a third task with a third route defined to perform the third task 
where the method further comprises: 

when the project management system is changed so that the third task is defined 
to start at the completion of the first task rather than the second task, then, 
when the first task is completed, the third task is started in the project 
management system and then the third route is started in the workflow system; 
when the third route is completed, then the third task is completed in the project 
management system. 

Claim 31 (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the time to complete the first 
route is set in the project management system as the actual time for the first task. 
Claim 32 (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the project management 
system provides a user for the first task and the user in the first route is set to the 
user in the first task. 

Claim 33 (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein the project management 
system sends a starting message, including an e-mail or xml message, to the 
workflow system at the start of the first task to start the first route and the 
workflow system sends a completion message at the completion of the first route 
to the project management system to complete the first task. 
Claim 34 (New) The method of Claim 28, wherein a step in the first route is 
designated as partial completion of the first task such that when the step is 
completed, the workflow system sends a message, including an e-mail or xml 
message, to the project management system to indicate partial completion of the 
first task. 

Claim 35 (New) A method to couple separate workflow routes for a workflow 
system into a sequential execution of routes by use of a project management 
system 
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where the workflow system provides a first route, a sequence of process steps 
with a user for each step to perform the step, and 
a second route; and 

the project management system provides a first task with start date and 
estimated duration and 

a second task where at the completion of the first task, the second task is 

started; wherein the method provides: 

the first route is defined to perform the first task and 

the second route is defined to perform the second task; such that 

when the first task is started in the project management system, then the first 

route is started in the workflow system; 

when the first route completes, then the first task is completed and 

the second task is started in the project management system and then the 

second route is started in the workflow system; 

when the second route is completed, then the second task is completed. 
Claim 36 (New) The method of Claim 35, wherein the project management 
system provides 

a third task with a third route defined to perform the third task such that 
when the project management system is changed so that the third task is defined 
to start at the completion of the first task rather than the second task, then: 
when the first task is completed, the third task is started in the project 
management system and then the third route is started in the workflow system; 
when the third route is completed, then the third task is completed in the project 
management system. 

Claim 37 (New) The method of Claim 35, wherein the time to complete the first 
route is set in the project management system as the actual time for the first task. 
Claim 38 (New) The method of Claim 35, wherein the project management 
system provides a user for the first task and the user in the first route is set to the 
user in the first task. 

Claim 39 (New) The method of Claim 35, wherein the project management 
system sends a starting message, including an e-mail or xml message, to the 
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workflow system at the start of the first task to start the first route and the 
workflow system sends a completion message at the completion of the first route 
to the project management system. 

Claim 40 (New) The system of Claim 35, wherein a step in the first route is 
designated as partial completion of the first task such that when the step is 
completed, the workflow system sends a message, including an e-mail or xml 
message, to the project management system to indicate partial completion of the 
first task. 



Project Work Flow System 09/966,844 N. K. Ouchi Page 8 of 8 

PAGE 9/12 * RCVD AT 12/1/2005 1:15:27 AM [Eastern Standard T ime] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:408 555 1212 * DURATION (mnvss):0242. 



